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Moving forward together

Please let nobody get overly excited about this initiative. This is our effort in a war zone
type situation. These are not ordinary times! This is a totally new learning experience 
for everybody, teachers, pupils and parents. Nobody has had the luxury of prior training
for this situation.

We are conscious of the many constraints facing you all daily. eg. a number of children 
trying to access one computer. Families with other children preparing for exams in 
Secondary school and University. Parents working from home, Poor quality broadband,
Unemployment. Families concerned about vulnerable loved ones or trying to come to 
grips with recent bereavements. We take this opportunity to extend our sympathies to 
the Hehir and Mc Mahon families and any other families in similar situations. Parents 
working on front line services. We want to take this opportunity to thank and applaud 
all our parents involved in front line services for their sheer diligence bravery and 
resolve in these difficult times. 

So for the next two weeks, we will put work up and make suggestions only on Mondays
and Wednesdays, to allow our pupils ample time to work in between. Fridays will be 
for the class teachers to respond to queries or issues you will have brought to our 
attention during the week. To contact us go to www.annaghns.com   Click on the 
Contact tab at the top. Fill in the form as you wish and click submit.

 There is no obligation on our pupils to do any or all of the work. You will decide as a 
family how much you wish them to do. We will concentrate on the main subject areas. 
Our teachers will do things in various ways depending on what class your children are 
in. Your own class teacher will support you and let you know about everything in 
plenty of time.

 If you have a system at home that is working for you already, that’s fine. Some of our 
work will be done by our pupils in their copies as usual. Parents will need to have 
oversight on that work. If your children have left textbooks in school, we will make 
arrangements for their collection next week. Some work will be done online with 
instructions given, as required, which we will correct.

As we all become more sophisticated at using the technology, and when we iron out 
any glitches, which undoubtedly will occur, we will gradually make further suggestions
for our pupils, for as long as this closure continues.

If we all make this a fun educational time rather than a serious time out of it, your 
children will learn to enjoy it rather than dreading it. 

http://www.annaghns.com/


Please use one copybook to keep a written record of specific areas your child found 
difficult each week. When our children return to school simply hand the copy to your 
child’s class teacher. The copy will be an invaluable record for all involved and allow 
the class teacher  address their needs immediately. 

For example, the diary might say; “John has difficulty with long division. We went 
online and found several examples, but he still needs help.” or “Ann still has difficulty 
with spelling and 5 times tables, even though we have been doing them together 
regularly”. Please do not focus unduly on your child’s weaknesses as this will only 
make them more inhibited in the long run!

In our opinion, no child in Primary school should suffer unduly educationally during 
the closure because of the sheer volume of free quality educational websites that are 
available online. David Walliams for example has free Audio books available daily. 
RTE and TG4 have ed. Programmes, if you prefer television.

We have uploaded a link, to a Padlet of educational sites, on all subject areas, to our 
school website, for you and your family to peruse at your leisure. Indeed there are 
probably enough sites on that Padlet alone, to engage our pupils for many months, 
without ever hearing from us. To access them, please go to www.annaghns.com   Click 
on Pupils tab at the top and click Activities. Click on the link and you will be brought 
to the site. Each column in the Padlet moves independently. There is a toggle bar 
between each column which is difficult to see. Click your mouse in between each 
column and the column to the left will move. Your class teachers will highlight other 
sites for our pupils, in due course.

If each family approaches this period in a positive manner educationally, by the end of 
it, your children at Annagh N.S. will have developed a variety of new skills, have had 
new educational experiences and used resources which normally would not be 
accessible to them. So as the saying goes, make hay while the sun shines! 

Set the stage for your children from the start, develop a routine and insist on work done 
as neatly as possible without turning it into something else. Reward them regularly for 
doing something good rather than admonishing them for doing something incorrect. 
Please remember a mistake is the first step towards getting something right.

We are looking forward to engaging with you all once again.

Please stay safe and healthy,

_________________
Michael King
(Principal)
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